MARYLAND PAROLE COMMISSION

OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARINGS FACT SHEET
Correctional Services Article, Title 7, of the Annotated Code of Maryland

GENERAL INFORMATION: A victim or a victim’s representative may request an open parole hearing.  A victim is a person who has suffered actual or threatened physical, emotional, or financial harm as a direct result of a crime or delinquent act. A victim’s representative is a family member or guardian of a victim who is under the age of 18, deceased, or disabled.

The offender must have been convicted and sentenced to a parolable term of at least six months incarceration for a victim to be able to request an open parole release hearing.

	QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS to help you understand more about open parole release hearings.


(
EXACTLY WHO IS A “VICTIM?” – A victim is an individual who suffers actual or threatened physical, emotional, or financial harm as a direct result of a crime or delinquent act.  OR, if the victim is deceased or disabled, a designated family member of the victim OR, if the victim is under 18 years old, the parent or legal guardian of the victim.
· WHAT IS A “PAROLE RELEASE HEARING?” – It is an interview of the offender by a hearing officer or a panel of Parole Commission members.  A determination is made concerning whether the offender should be released on parole.  It may be the offender’s first hearing or a rehearing that was set at a prior hearing.  The fact that a parole release hearing is held, does not guarantee that the offender will be approved for release on parole at that time or at a future date; the offender may or may not be approved for parole.
· HOW DO I REQUEST THAT THE OFFENDER’S PAROLE RELEASE HEARING BE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC? –

You must first write to the Parole Commission and ask to be notified of any parole release hearings for the offender if victim notification has not been filed.  It is best if you write as soon as the offender begins serving the sentence.  When we have a request for a notification on file, we will send you a form titled, VICTIM’S REQUEST FOR AN OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING approximately 4-12 months in advance of the regularly-scheduled parole release hearing date.  Complete the form and return it within 45 days or the date specified within the notice, whichever is earlier.  NOTE: We may not send you this form if the request for notification is received less than 120 days prior to the offender’s regularly-scheduled parole release hearing.  This is because of the notification, scheduling, and publication deadlines required for open parole release hearings.  However, you will be notified of the outcome of that parole release hearing and, if the offender is scheduled for a rehearing, you will then be sent the VICTIM’S REQUEST form.

· CAN SOMEONE ACCOMPANY ME TO THE OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING? – Yes.  Any victim can be accompanied by one companion who is at least 18 years of age.  The VICTIM’S REQUEST form has a place for you to provide necessary information about your companion.
· WHERE WILL THE OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING BE HELD? – It will be held inside a correctional institution (prison).  If the offender is incarcerated in the Maryland Division of Correction, the hearing will be held at one of the Regional Open Hearing Centers in Baltimore, Hagerstown, Jessup, Westover, or Cresaptown, depending on where the inmate is housed.  If the offender is incarcerated in a county jail or detention center, the open parole release hearing will be held at that location.
· AS THE VICTIM, HOW WILL I KNOW WHEN AND WHERE THE OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING WILL TAKE PLACE? – Both you and your companion, if you choose to bring one, will be notified in writing of the date, time and place of the hearing.  Should anything unexpected occur with respect to the hearing date or place, we will attempt to contact you and your companion via the daytime telephone number(s) you have provided.  Neither the Commission nor the State of Maryland shall be liable for travel expenses or other liabilities incurred in connection with an open parole hearing, including but not limited to parole release hearings in cases which the hearing is not conducted as scheduled.
· BESIDES THE VICTIM AND VICTIM’S COMPANION, WHO ELSE CAN ATTEND AN OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING? – Any interested person who is over age 18 can apply to attend an open parole release hearing.  Permission to attend must be obtained because the hearing will be held inside a correctional institution and seating for members of the general public is therefore limited.
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· HOW DO MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC APPLY FOR APPROVAL TO ATTEND AN OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING? – Interested persons who are 18 and over,  must submit a written request for the Parole Commission’s GENERAL PUBLIC APPLICATION TO ATTEND AN OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING form at least 60 days before the open parole release hearing date.  The completed application form must include: the inmate’s name, place of confinement, and institutional number, and the applicant’s full name, date of birth, address, daytime telephone number, relationship to the victim (if any), relationship to the offender (if any), and reason for wishing to attend the hearing.
· AS A MEMBER OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC, HOW WILL I KNOW IF I AM APPROVED TO ATTEND AN OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING? – Any interested person who is approved to attend an open parole release hearing will be notified in writing of the date, time, and place of the hearing.  Should anything unexpected occur with respect to the hearing date or place, we will attempt to contact approved attendees via the daytime telephone number(s) provided.  Neither the Commission nor the State of Maryland shall be liable for travel expenses or other liabilities incurred in connection with any open parole hearing, including but not limited to cases in which the open parole hearing is not conducted as scheduled.    Applicants who are not approved to attend the open parole release hearing will also be notified.
· CAN THE VICTIM OR OTHER ATTENDEE(S) PRESENT EITHER ORAL OR WRITTEN TESTIMONY AT THE OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING? – Only the victim or victim’s representative may make an oral presentation up to eight minutes in length at the beginning of the hearing.  A written copy of the oral presentation may be submitted at that time (no other written materials will be accepted).  The offender will not be allowed to respond.  The oral presentation by the victim or victim’s representative may not cause disruption to the open parole release hearing or otherwise breach institutional decorum.
· ONCE AN OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING IS HELD, MUST THE VICTIM MAKE A NEW REQUEST TO OPEN ANY FUTURE PAROLE RELEASE HEARING TO THE PUBLIC? – Yes.  However, there is no need to file a new request for notification UNLESS your name or mailing address has changed.
· ADMISSION TO AN OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARING: On the date of the open parole release hearing, the victim, victim’s companion, and other pre-approved attendees shall arrive at the hearing site sufficiently in advance of the time set for the hearing to complete the required security procedures.  All attendees must possess some form of photographic identification and a copy of the Commission’s letter approving attendance at the open parole release hearing.  They must also comply with the normal procedures of the institution with respect to the admission of visitors, including (but not limited to): a) wearing proper attire; b) consenting to be searched; and, c) complying with restrictions on the possession of contraband or other inappropriate items.  Failure to comply with all established procedures for visitors shall result in the denial of admission to the institution and to the open parole release hearing.  NOTE: no metal of any kind is permitted inside the Maryland Division of Correction, including metal contained in undergarments such as underwire bras.
After admission to the institution, all attendees must remain in the designated waiting area until the offender’s case is called by the hearing official.  While in the institution proper or any adjoining property, walkway, street, or parking lot, an attendee must act in an orderly and responsible manner that does not threaten the security of the institution.  Attendees must also conduct themselves in an orderly and responsible manner while entering and leaving the hearing area and while observing the hearing.  Failure to act in an orderly and responsible manner, or failure to follow the reasonable instructions of institutional staff, shall result in denial of admission to the open parole release hearing.  Once the open parole release hearing starts, the hearing official may deny the continued attendance of any attendance who, by word, action, or gesture threatens or presents a danger to the security of the institution or to other attendees or participants, or who disrupts the open parole release hearing.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING OPEN PAROLE RELEASE HEARINGS, 

PLEASE CALL:  410-585-3213

or write:  Maryland Parole Commission, 6776 Reisterstown Road, Suite 307, Baltimore, MD  21215-2343

